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PART 3: CEMETERY TWO: 1882-1937

From 1882 — 1925, the County provided burials in Cemetery 2 for its
residents who suffered from poverty, health issues or those who were
unidentified at the time of death. These were Milwaukee’s laborers,
bakers, teamsters and soldiers. Men, women, children and babies: all

were buried here. This article is one of several to detail the history of care

at County Grounds Cemetery 2 which held the burials of 7,226 County
residents, including 1,471 medical cadavers.!

A Row of Waiting érnves.

BURYING THE PAUP:RS

POTTER’S FIELD NOT AN UNAT-
TRACTIVE PLACE,

EACH GRAVE IS MARKED BY A
SINGLE WHITE PICKET.

Often ihe Friends of the Deceased
Keep the Graves in Tidy Condi-
tion and Sometimes They Manage
to Ereet a Hendstone—Interesting
Characters Find Graves im the
Potter’s Field.

The general idea that the term potter's
fleld” came into use because some Mr.
Potter may have at one time turned his
fields or part of them into a burying
ground for poor people, is erroneocus. In
the twenty-seventh chapter of St. Mat-
thew in the Bible it is stated that the
priests took the thirty pieces of silver that
were claimed to have been the price of the
| betrayal of Jesus, and ‘bought with them

Making Cofitux at the Almshouse,

Fig. 1 - Milwaukee Sentinel, 6 Dec 1896.

While the 1896 Sentinel article above appeared to praise the beauty at the Wauwatosa Potter’s Field, other news
questioned the care of those waiting for interment at County Grounds Cemetery 2.

CHANCED THE BODIES'

Questionable Conduct of Un-
dertaker Judson.

REMAINS OF A WOMAN SUBSTI-
TUTED FOR THOSE OF A MAN.

Damiging Evidence Brought Out
by the Investigating Committee
of the County Board—What Be-
came of the, Remaing of Albert
Schnettner ? - His  Fr
vided a Respectable i
the Body, but Judson Interre
the Mangled Corpse of an Un-
known Woman in Its Pla

Undertaker C. . Judaon's record is by
no moans improved by the cvidence that |
is being adduead at tho investigation |
which s baing conducted by o special
committee of the County board. The
teatimony introduced yesterdny was as
dumaging as that presented on Friday,
and was of nu even moro sensational
churacter. DIy fur the most important
witness of the dny was Joseph Roeder,

Fig. 2 - Sentinel:
4 Feb 1894.
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. VESTHATED THZ DURIAL 018
PFAUIERS, w

JUDSON" SEVERELY SCORED
—— - ,

The Commlties Weeammends o
County Honrd to Canecl His Cone’
teaet and ta Mave the Bodies of
Paupers Hurled by the Superins
tendent of the Conuty Faron v
AL the mesting of the county haard
which opened nl 2 o'clock his nftrrnoon,
the speclal confmities wideh har been fn-
waed In investigating the sisporal of the
pauper dead made 1A report, The coms
mittee reported an the procecdings already
inken and asked thatl wmere thme be nle

lowed for furlber Investlgatlon of the
muntler, .

Fig. 3 - Journal:
13 Feb 1894.

The Low Vielwted,

Under the statule the medical collegza
are permitted to usoe for sclentific pur-
poses the bedies of all paupers who die
at the county farm whose remains are
not clalmed by relatives or friends. Dut
there |8 a clause which was not obeyed
In thiz ease. The law strictly provides
that the subjects arter being used shall
e given “decent burlal’

Last winter, on two occaslons and at
different places In the Sixteenth ward,
portlons of human remalns were' found,
ono In & garbage plie and the other In
an open lot,

Not only In these cases has the lnw
been viglated. but the law providing for
the “decent burlal™ of boilles dissected by
medleal students Is almost Inearinbly lg-
nored. When the colleges are through
with the subject, the remalns In almost
every Insmnee arc interred In potter's
Aeld. This, In the opinion of attormeys,
1z not complying with the law,

Furthermore, a Journal reporter has it
upon excellent authority that In many In-
wlances the remalns of two or three per-
sons e dumped Into ome box and are
Lurled on the county furm under a single
permit,

‘M laws of Wisconsln governing the
use of human bodles for sclentifle pur-
poses mre more liberal than In  many
other states of the unlon, and In view
of this thelr viotation Is pronounced all
the more reprehensibile.

Fig. 4 - Journal:
3 Feb 1896.

County Board of Supervisors investigated the
questionable conduct
of their contracted
undertaker, Charles
Judson, several
times. Result:
Judson’s actions
leading to
desecration of the
dead were dismissed
and his employment
with the County
continued until his
retirement.

Fig. 5 - Wauwatosa News:
11 Dec 1908.
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Baby Coffinis Fi
BHDEES OF GUD’S ?l

ied Like Tinder:
|ONES ARE DUG UP, -
JANED IN POTTER'S FIELD

4 T2 Too Poor to Pay for BWmeM
Pheir Coffins, in Huge Funeral Pyres, and the
1 %::ch Touched to Them All t? ‘Make Rq ore Bodies inBurying “Ground, -Which, .in
urn Will Be Desecrated: Supa'mfenden tkiprk emp! Evade Facts, But Admifs Their
th When-Gonfronted With the Eviden: s

A second Board

investigation reviewed Superintendent Ferdinand Bark’s care of
Almshouse inmates and the cemetery. Regardless of evidence proving
elder abuse, feeding decayed food to the Almshouse residents, and
desecration of the dead at the cemetery, Bark continued
for 10 years as Superintendent until voted out of office late
1913 - at his retirement.

| The ‘“Investigators’” in the Potter’s Field ' 1
: i i 7 |

 Gruesome 3 i .
\! m;; prteny ‘\ Fig. 7 - Milwaukee Leader:
1 w .
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Fig. 9
Milwaukee Leader:
18 Dec 1912.
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MILWAUKEE COUNTY ALMS HOUSE.
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Milwaukee County Home for Dependent Children
(MCHDC) photos (Courtesy of Milwaukee County
Historical Society).

An investigation in 1915 reviewed why CRUELTY CHARGED
50% of the babies died between AGAINST KRIN[}[L

1911-1914 while living at MCHDC.? o b T O

Misconduct of Parents.

309 children who died at the Home
from 1898-1925 were identified as
buried at Cemetery 2.1 |

TELLS — OF ~— BEATINGS

Witness Testifies She Saw Superin-
tendent Hit Boys Over
L Hed

Primary causes of death were due to diseases
arising from starvation and lack of sanitation = 195.

Deaths due to other diseases = 111.

Fig. 11 - Sentinel: 24 Feb 1915.

Supervisor Frederic Heath’s investigation of Superintendent August F.W. Kringel’s actions relied on 75 witnesses
indicating: starvation, abuse, malnutrition and a lack of proper sanitation at the Children’s Home. Doctor Jurss and
Coroner Nahin reported 50% of babies at the Home died due to neglect. Six nurses left with Dr. Jurss and one nurse
committed suicide apparently due to the investigation.3

Kringel retired as the Superintendent after 38 years at the MCHDC. [1915 News articles from Sentinel/Journal]

ABUSEOF CHLDREN
CHARCED BY R
ATKRINGEL ROBE

Miss Ellen Kispert Corroborates Tes-

KRINGEL HEARING
 INTO A FIST FIGHT

Lie Ts Hurled and Dr. Jurss aid Panl

* ALMOST DEVELOPS |

NURSE TAKESLIFE -
BECAUSE OF FEAR
OF GOING INSANE

CHILDRENDIED
OF NEGLECT,
NAHIN SAYS

Amna Kremer Leaves Note Saying

K 0F ATTENTON
ALLEDCHLDREN,
DOCTOR TESTES

Shocking -Conditions at Home for

" PARTIES AND WINE
FIGURE IN HEARING

ONHEATH CHARGES

Supt. Kringel of Home for Dependent

COULDNOTBELEVE
INSTTUTION HEAD

Henry Harmen Tells Why He Sevs -

timony Concerning Mice and Weise at Fach She Did Not Waxt to Go to Former Coroner Charges Dependent Children Alleged by Children Enterteined His Fricnds, | ered Connections With Home
Severe Whippings. Other. Asylum. Lack of Care at Coun- Dr. George J. Jurss. Nurse Asserts, i for Dependent Children,
T Home. X S i
SOCIAL WORKERS ATTEND ty SAYS FOOD WAS SCARCE,

Many Women Listen to Witnesses
Tell of Alleged Conditions of
Children’s Home.

|NURSES ARE OVERWORKED

|Says Two Took Care of From Fifty
to §lny Children Who Were
From 3 to 6 Years Old.

DEPUTY STEPS BETWEEN

BLEW SMOKE_AT BABIES
Alleges Men Came Into ' Room

‘Where Babies Were and Puffed
: .

CRITICISM IS UNBEARABLE

“It's Too Terrible to Hear People
Say I Mistreated Children,”
Reads Message,

FUNERAL ON THURSDAY

Kills Self on Eve of Testifying at
_ Investigation.ef Cruelty

CITES DEATH RATE

14 Out of 30 Succumbed
to Measles, Witness

—_— o

CITES A PITIFUL CASE
Tells How Little Girl Died of Tuber-
cular Spine Through Gross
Negligence.

BABIES FED POTATOES
Asserts. i |zysician Asserts Tittle Ones Were
BOY TAKES ST J}mﬁ;ﬁ 3
E e SRR
)

W
“‘{S\;\\“\“““W\““\ Excerpt from the investigation [Vol. 1]:

mittee at Tuesday Session.

Cried, Mrs. Mary Bentkowski
| Testides Before Prebers.

Employes Were Neglected, Gertrude |
Janes Tells County Board Com- |

CLAMS ClIILDRéN BEATEN)

“Faces Were Bruised and Inmates)

FOUGHT WHISKY BILLS -

Declares He Found Strong Drink
Was Purchased to Treat Vis-
itars With.

CLAIMS CHILDREN DIED

Dr. Nahin Testifies That Neglect

CamreaMany Littls Ones to Sue-
cumb to Measles,

wwg';;‘:iﬁ -\ Supervisor Heath to the Home’s inspector:
22 st “If you brought your child here, what
WS- .““%W ==* chance would it have to return to you?”
‘ e BB Inspector’s answer: “No chance at all.”
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Scholarly research reveals graves totaled
7,226 when abandoned in June 1925

oS rED | semmms s
TB@ BLEAK site."

1928: Milwaukee County began construction
of the Hospital [right photo], followed by
Nurses’ Residence placed inside Cemetery 2.4

Milwaukee Has BuriedE
6,040 in God’s Acre
Since 1882.

The Potter’s fleld!

It sends a shudder through vou, and
yet 6,040 mon, womon and children are
burled In the bleak, unmarked and un-
kept God's acre in Wauwatosa.

The Potter's fleld for Milwaukee lles
directly wost of the county infirmary,
or poor farm, and is supervised by
Fred Oeflein, superintendent of tho in-
firmary. Unkept and unmarked may
bo a bit sovero; some attention fs glven

Burials in Cemetery 2 were to be exhumed
and reburied in Cemetery 3.

“Contemporary accounts suggest the burials
that were moved were those very few

grave has a marker before it. DBut,
oh, the marker! It sends another
shuddor through one.

In 1882 Milwaukese county ostab-
Jished its Pottor's fleld, burial grounds
for the unknown l\QVIng received
that name in tho bibls (Matt, 27-7.)

The graves in tho Milwaukes Pot-
ter's field are Jaid out in conforming
manner and the little, tragic markers
of stone are in allgnment, but unloss
you are soeking particularly a sight
of excessive sandess avold tho Fot-
ter’s fleld.

Fig. 12 - Milwaukee Sentinel: 10 Feb 1924

(cont'd. bottom right)

Early 1930’s: Works Progress and Administration (WPA)
produced the first known map of Cemetery 2 before
deconstruction. Found at Milwaukee Metropolitan
Sewerage District (MMSD) by Great Lakes Archaeological
Research Center (GLARC) in 1991.5

This map depicted the fenced cemetery, its fenced access
road, and nearby county buildings — validates cemetery
drawing and news article of 6 Dec 1896 Milwaukee
Sentinel found on page 1 of this article.

A haunting of the 1912 desecration at the cemetery
reveals itself 18 years later. (Fig. 14)

§

/// [+ |
‘ THE POOR. . 1 . .
GRAVE‘Sd ?Fgmes'm the potter’s ﬂeld;;'f‘;:‘::;? Desecration of the dead is
P ildre om s A .
The desecration Oi:h:hurdismmrrcd coffins to make 10 frday in.  NOW, as was then, outside

; ; yes
n a funeral pyr; which were revealed by The Leader yes

ing i ; : aty poor farm, N8SL gocietal norms.
graves, the daloug affair st the cof ey ’

its disclosure ©
shocked the com’
s 1t is 8 horri ;
w d be treated wit '
shoul ' owts YOO body and soul,

f the scan
munity. 5
ble thing that even 100

 such ignominy.
' the 1

oor lietle bodies
they ar lifeless
is made 1o Sa¥:
syoufown My

death these P
It is true that
nfamous Legree
o death.

At this Potter’s Field,
defilement of graves
belonging to these 7,226

il lave t \ an.

clay. aithful old negro S ips of the dy\nB mat- .

when *“““Z?‘b‘;enic‘ my soul,” CaME "f:cr‘::&l;%cy‘no jongtr caw 5 County residents
. < co | gecency

ody. little paupers Ate hich commo@IETIE  geoyrred often.

. Sp far 8s these pect W

ere-is 8 certain res

to the dead. ;
d -arotect the childre
y and their v

ly, they should be P

tim‘mui But yet (t?
demands shall be pai
Humanity :
i in mi
are prlﬂﬂed‘\ r
1mﬁts——but in death, sure

et

n Ofy!\hc poor in l‘ﬂev»t_hqy"»
ery life blood cq‘f?ed into !
ermitfed to rest, f“ 1

i

: 2
Fig. 15 - Milwaukee Leader: 31 Oct 191

Fig. 13 - 4-77; Courtesy of Milwaukee Co. Historical Society

whose relatives visited regularly...the bulk of the burials were left in place.”

Cemetery 2 grave markers removed, fill placed over the cemetery area, fence delimiting
cemetery area dismantled, cemetery no longer marked as a burial site.*

They Find Part
of Skeleton in
County Closet,

¢ “Alas. poor Yorick!” Hamlet sighed.
¢ But a nameless skull, dug up from;
the potter's field In 1912, did not get:
that tribute from the county super-,
visors of the time, who were investi- |
gating methods of burying the indi. |
gent. :
. _After the investigation was over,
the skull was thrown tato & vault in:
the committee clerk’s room. There'
ir stayed, forgotien for 18 years, un.'
til it was found Tuesday afternoon’
while two. county employes - were!
: cleaning the vault. 5
| The discovery created a mild sen. '
1 sation unti! Supervisqr Emil Brodde. !
who was a commitiee cierk in 1812,
| explained. |
t —_— i

Fig. 14 - Journal: 28 Jan 1930.

“hil Leen burted, when relatives, per-

Itlso From Iotter’s Fleld,

The one factor that takes the Pot-
ter's fleld entirely out of the droas of
life Ia the ook record showing that
a number of cofllns Nave been dis-
interred by loved ones when It wias
discovered how distressingly the body

haps after long acwrch, found thewr
own In n neglected burial ground and
immediately had it brought forth ann
reburied it in o cemetery of thelr own
aed wiil placs befors [0 0o monuinent
ud Iy bwcoming to thelr dead.

On Deearation day, nnd other days
of tha yewr, too, flowers may La oh
reryverl on graves In the Potter's field,
Tt not on all An aged woman neser
Tails 1o trudge wearlly to a grave in
the IPotter's fleld on Decoration day
winl also on All Salmis’ day and ten-
derly places a flower on it o flower
she prosumably ral=cd In a uny gor-
den  somewhere, It 4 her all, the

prtave containg all that is moertad of
Nier huaband  She waa oo puur Lo
Lurs himn Mr Oetlein wiil tel, 3o0u

T he Wbde tells us that when Gabriel
Llows his trumpet graves hall Be rens
dered asunder and the dead shadl rise,
e nl from the Potter®s tlehl will
Fla th the dead from the other

cemdleries
P ey a——
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Reveal Graves -
in Digging Job
Workers on Nurse Home

for County Find Six
Coffins in Field

county horpita’, (acins Wieton in 2
The propoecd mite was leve'ed and the
whol polter’s fie'd geaded and

About 27 graves neee trmns’erred
at that tme 10 & New potiers feld
oow calied the Couwowy cemetery =
covering 10 acres, rocth of the county
titutions’ hee 120100, O the Wae
trriown road, Moat of Lhe craves rev
moved 1o the rew cretsry were
hore which had been given seme at.
teutlon by refatives of the deceased.
Yany of tYam bad Ararzers o amall
monhwocols,

torlaly Gefore Jat
Part ot the old potter’s field was
Cuz throush in 192 (0 maXe way lof
the new cowmty hosplial and for

hoaever, budicale Sarad
(Bcre 12 10 13 years Delore, N> see
curate record of the butisls or care
of prave markers %o kept untal 1914,
. Nr. Ocfiein became surerin.

fletd, Vincent Paghelii), one of the

2 hoio which (semerly held 3 small ba (tie—dournel Photo

Fig. 16 - Journal: 6 Apr 1932.
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Pigure 14: Comotery beundries based ca 1930s map and excavation

Fig. 18 - Nurses' Residence.
1937 aerial photo.
Journal: 28 Jun 1987.

News revealed
desecrations of
the dead when a
Nurses’
Residence is
placed in the
center of
Cemetery 2 —
just seven years
after the last
burial in Potter’s
Field.

and Fig. 18.)

Excavate for New
Building, Dig Into
Paupers’ Graves

IGHTEEN unidentified graves
have been dug up o far on an
abandoned potter's fleld in exca.
vating for the site of the new $500,
000 nurses’ home at the county
hospital, Wauwatosa. About one-
third of the excavation is complet-
ed, Vincent A, Pacholski, 5515 N.
Danbury road, Whitefish Bay, con-
tractor, reperted Tuesday,

The excavating machine was
moved Tuesday to the east section
of the site and it Is expected that
A score of more graves will be

found.

© ‘The decompased black colfins
collapse almost as =oon as they are
lifted by the bucket of the power
shovel and the splintered weod
and decayed bones are hauled near
the hospltal for the chronic Insane,
where a {illing-ln and landscaping
project has been started.

Mr. Pacholski sald workmen
would begin Wednesday to pour
concrete for the footlng of the
west wing of the home. The build.
ing will,cover 180 feel by 160 feet.

The excavation will be finished

this week.

Fig. 17 - Journal: 12 Apr 1932.

Placement of Nurses’ Residence within
Cemetery 2 depicted on 1993 map.b (See left

Scholarly evidence estimates 55% of
burials destroyed by construction.’

Thus, this page ends the County’s first 55 years of care for 7,226 graves filled with its most vulnerable residents

once buried at Cemetery 2.
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