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Fig. 2 - Sentinel: 
4 Feb 1894. 

Fig. 3 - Journal: 
13 Feb 1894. 

Fig. 4 - Journal: 
3 Feb 1896. 
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PART 3: CEMETERY TWO: 1882-1937 

From 1882 – 1925, the County provided burials in Cemetery 2 for its 

residents who suffered from poverty, health issues or those who were 

unidentified at the time of death. These were Milwaukee’s laborers, 

bakers, teamsters and soldiers. Men, women, children and babies: all 

were buried here. This article is one of several to detail the history of care 

at County Grounds Cemetery 2 which held the burials of 7,226 County 

residents, including 1,471 medical cadavers.1 

 

 

While the 1896 Sentinel article above appeared to praise the beauty at the Wauwatosa Potter’s Field, other news 

questioned the care of those waiting for interment at County Grounds Cemetery 2. 

County Board of Supervisors investigated the 

questionable conduct 

of their contracted 

undertaker, Charles 

Judson, several 

times. Result: 

Judson’s actions 

leading to 

desecration of the 

dead were dismissed 

and his employment 

with the County 

continued until his 

retirement. 

Fig. 1 - Milwaukee Sentinel, 6 Dec 1896. 

Fig. 5 - Wauwatosa News: 
11 Dec 1908. 
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Fig. 6 - Milwaukee Leader: 30 Oct 1912. 

Fig. 8 - Milwaukee Leader: 15 Nov 1912. 

Fig. 9 
Milwaukee Leader: 
18 Dec 1912. 

Fig. 10 - Milwaukee Leader: 
30 Nov 1912. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A second Board 

investigation reviewed Superintendent Ferdinand Bark’s care of 

Almshouse inmates and the cemetery. Regardless of evidence proving 

elder abuse, feeding decayed food to the Almshouse residents, and 

desecration of the dead at the cemetery, Bark continued 

for 10 years as Superintendent until voted out of office late 

1913 - at his retirement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“…evidence gathered from these 

historic documents, the increasing 

pressures on Superintendent Bark to 

utilize limited cemetery space and 

the way in which this interaction with 

his environment may have caused 

him to act outside of social and legal 

norms.”2 

Fig. 7 - Milwaukee Leader: 
22 Nov 1912. 
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Fig. 11 - Sentinel: 24 Feb 1915. 

 Milwaukee County Home for Dependent Children 

(MCHDC) photos (Courtesy of Milwaukee County 

Historical Society). 

An investigation in 1915 reviewed why 

50% of the babies died between 

1911-1914 while living at MCHDC.3 

309 children who died at the Home 

from 1898-1925 were identified as 

buried at Cemetery 2.1 

Primary causes of death were due to diseases 

arising from starvation and lack of sanitation = 195. 

Deaths due to other diseases = 111. 

 

Supervisor Frederic Heath’s investigation of Superintendent August F.W. Kringel’s actions relied on 75 witnesses 

indicating: starvation, abuse, malnutrition and a lack of proper sanitation at the Children’s Home. Doctor Jurss and 

Coroner Nahin reported 50% of babies at the Home died due to neglect. Six nurses left with Dr. Jurss and one nurse 

committed suicide apparently due to the investigation.3 

Kringel retired as the Superintendent after 38 years at the MCHDC. [1915 News articles from Sentinel/Journal] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Excerpt from the investigation [Vol. 1]: 

Supervisor Heath to the Home’s inspector: 
“If you brought your child here, what 
chance would it have to return to you?” 

Inspector’s answer: “No chance at all.” 
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Fig. 12 cont'd. 

Scholarly research reveals graves totaled 

7,226 when abandoned in June 1925 

recognizing need and beginning a third burial 

site.1 

1928: Milwaukee County began construction 

of the Hospital [right photo], followed by 

Nurses’ Residence placed inside Cemetery 2.4 

Burials in Cemetery 2 were to be exhumed 

and reburied in Cemetery 3. 

“Contemporary accounts suggest the burials 

that were moved were those very few 

whose relatives visited regularly…the bulk of the burials were left in place.”4 

 

Cemetery 2 grave markers removed, fill placed over the cemetery area, fence delimiting 

cemetery area dismantled, cemetery no longer marked as a burial site.4 

 

 

 

Early 1930’s: Works Progress and Administration (WPA) 

produced the first known map of Cemetery 2 before 

deconstruction. Found at Milwaukee Metropolitan 

Sewerage District (MMSD) by Great Lakes Archaeological 

Research Center (GLARC) in 1991.5 

This map depicted the fenced cemetery, its fenced access 

road, and nearby county buildings – validates cemetery 

drawing and news article of 6 Dec 1896 Milwaukee 

Sentinel found on page 1 of this article. 

A haunting of the 1912 desecration at the cemetery 

reveals itself 18 years later. (Fig. 14) 

 

Desecration of the dead is 

now, as was then, outside 

societal norms. 

At this Potter’s Field, 

defilement of graves 

belonging to these 7,226 

County residents 

occurred often. 

 

Fig. 12 - Milwaukee Sentinel: 10 Feb 1924 
(cont'd. bottom right) 

Fig. 13 - 4-77; Courtesy of Milwaukee Co. Historical Society 

Fig. 14 - Journal: 28 Jan 1930. 
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Fig. 16 - Journal: 6 Apr 1932. 
Fig. 17 - Journal: 12 Apr 1932. 

Fig. 18 - Nurses' Residence. 
1937 aerial photo. 
Journal: 28 Jun 1987. 

 

 

 

 

News revealed 

desecrations of 

the dead when a 

Nurses’ 

Residence is 

placed in the 

center of 

Cemetery 2 – 

just seven years 

after the last 

burial in Potter’s 

Field. 

 

 

 

Placement of Nurses’ Residence within 

Cemetery 2 depicted on 1993 map.6 (See left 

and Fig. 18.) 

Scholarly evidence estimates 55% of 

burials destroyed by construction.7 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thus, this page ends the County’s first 55 years of care for 7,226 graves filled with its most vulnerable residents 

once buried at Cemetery 2. 
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