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PART 4: CEMETERY TWO: 1937-1992

How were the remaining 45% of the interred at
Cemetery 2 cared for over the next 55 years?

In 1979, GLARC was hired and determined a minimum of
5,000 interments occurred from 1850-1974. GLARC
March 1980 map identifying three cemeteries.! 2

Just seven months post identification of existing cemeteries
by archaeological survey, graves disturbed.
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the Doyne Ave. project began
and remains were “accidentally” disturbed.
Despite the March 1980 survey and map detailing this site, and

having disturbed remains in 1980, the Milwaukee Regional Medical Center
(MRMC) once again claimed no awareness of the burial site. With the new
burial law in place, an application was required and submitted to disturb the

graves.

On 30 Aug 1991, the Wisconsin Historical Society (WHS) approved the

disturbance with its director stating, “...I cannot understand how this project

progressed to this point without anticipation of the present problem. Several

previous construction projects in this area have disturbed human graves and,

it is apparently common knowledge among some county staff that this area had
been used as a pauper’s cemetery...The fact that these burials represent

Milwaukee’s indigents does not mean that they deserve any less of our respect...”

1,649 individuals were exhumed in 1991/92 with the State’s approval.?
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19 Nov 1992: Last exhumation occurred totaling = 1,649. Transferred to Marq
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17 Oct 1991: WHS’s director
requested MRMC to provide the
State with “...the burial ledger with
names of persons interred in this
cemetery, as we must attempt to
locate people with an interest in
these burials as soon as possible.”

29 Jun 1992: A second request from
WHS to MRMC for the burial ledger
to inform interested persons.
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